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over for Russia; let Europe extricate herself as best she
may. The generals had been of that opinion. The com-
mander-in-chief, Koutouzoff, had begged the Czar to have
pity on the army, which had been bled white by so many
battles! What would have happened if Alexander had
listened to his people? Germany was an ally bf Napoleon,
and England by herself was not strong enough to recon-
struct the European order, no more so than Napoleon
was to replace it. The latter's Empire was being main-
tained by such a ruthless pressure on so large a section
of Europe that it was impossible to understand why it
was accepted, even through resignation and despair, by
so many varied peoples. Left to its own devices, it is
difficult to see what other perspective would have con-
fronted Europe than to have suffered the fate of the
Roman Empire, with the same endless series of wars and
fruitless revolutions. But, in that decisive hour, a youthful
Emperor understood that his victory in Russia would be
of no value, would only be the start of an intenninable
war leading eventually to universal chaos, if the recon-
struction of Europe were not accomplished. It was with
the intention of accomplishing that reconstruction with
the help of Russia's might that he threw himself into a
war whose objectives were tremendous and farsighted.
Never before had a sovereign taken a more absurdly
grandiose decision. Alexander I, the leader of a crusade
to re-establish the European orderl But he was a revolu-
tionary Czar, with a restless, inconsistent, rebellious na-
ture, continually being forced by an unhealthy instinct to
violate and overthrow the very laws which he should have
respected and made pthers respect. Surely, never before
had there been so astonishing a paradox! And yet tiie
fact is that this crusade for the European order against
the revolutionary spirit of adventure was in itself one of
the most foolhardy adventures ever dreamed of by the
ruler of an empire. By the end of 1812, Alexander stood
alone in'Russia, supported only by a few-personal friends.